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Merry Christmas
&
Happy New Year
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e Notice
e Notice BTFFE Christmas Party

deEpEE ST T B HE B TR BN SRS & FTET - BiS S5 -
Our Christmas Party will be held on 15th December 2008 (Friday) at 1200 hours in the Merchant Service Clubs,
All members are welcoms to join us.

BH: —ZEERF+_RBA+HAE (BHA) Date : 15th Decernber 2006 (Friday)

B B CRE T RIE Time @ 1900-2300 hours
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(LR EcoikaE R (Rm. 1101-03, Alliance Building,

TS 10 -aE) 130 Connaught Rd, €., Sheung Wan)
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The ITF's 41st Congress was held in
Curpan, South Africa from 2 to 9 August
2006. It was the first congress held in
Africa in the Federation's 110 year
history.  lis theme was " Organising
Globally: Fighting for our Rights®
1.194 participants from 387 unions
attended the congress and set the ITF's
agenda for the next faur years.

Numerous decisions were taken at
the congress. One of them was the
election of the ITF's new President, Vice
Presidents, General Secretary,
Executive Board, industrial, sectoral,
women's and fair practices committees
for the next four years. The congress
also called on the ITF and its affiliates tc
prioritise the participation of women
throughout their organizaticns; the ITF

to promote further dialogue and
engagement with Chinese transport
workers and their unions.  Maost
impaortantly, the congress saw the
launch of the "Ports of Convenience”
(POC) campaign to ensure decent
work conditions in ports worldwide.

In his closing address, the newly
re-elected ITF General Secretary said
" This has been the biggest, most
effective and representative congress
in the ITF history. The over 100
countries represented here want the
ITF to be an even more action-oriented
organization.” It is hoped that the ITF
can use the forces of international
solidarity to build stronger and more
effective unions worldwide, and fight
lar ranspaorl workers' best inlerest.
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The Amendment of the Working Hours Restrictions
under the Permit to Operate for High Speed Craft
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With regard to the amendment of
the Working Hours Restrictions (WHH)
stipulated in the Permit to Operate (PTO),
a proposed new WHR from the Marine
Department (MD) was received. The
proposed new WHR is comprised of two
sections covering respectively the high
speed crafts operating in the Macau
Ferry Terminal and the China Ferry
Terminal, and those plying between
Hong Kong and Macau or other Pearl
River Delta ports with voyage of less
than 45 minutes.

We find two points unacceptable in
the proposed new WHR. First, in the
proposed new WHR, the times allowed
for breaks between voyages are
reduced to 10 minutes for day service
crews, who work for voyages of less
than 45 minutes duration. We believe
the fact that the voyage is of shorter
duration does not mean that it will take
less time to embark and disembark
passengers, take bunkers and clean the
vesse|l between voyages, and
realistically, we do not believe these can
be done in 10 minutes. The existing
time allowed of 15 minutes is considered
more practical. If the breaks between
voyages are reduced, the crews may not
be able to have some short time to relax
betwean voyages.
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Second, there is proposed
reduction in times allowed for breaks
between voyages, and for meals, for
night service crews on voyages of less
than 45 minutes duration. We are, again,
not satisfied with the proposed
reduction as the factor of fatigue has not
been taken into account. According to
some researches, fatigue is a significant
contributing factor to marine disasters,
and shift work systems, inadequate rest,
etc. are the main causes of fatigue. We,
therefore, believe that suitable rest
periods are extremely important for night
crews, and that fatigue is not just a
question of voyage duration. It is
inappropriate to reduce the times
allowed for breaks between voyages
and meal breaks for night service crews,
simply because the duration of the
voyages is less than 45 minutes.

We strongly believe that a well
formulated WHR is important to HSC
seafarers as well as marine safety. We,

T

therefore, will .. I

continue to
negotiate with
the MD in
respect of the
amendment of
WHR and fight
for the best
interest of HSC
seafarers.
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Revised MARPOL Annex Ii

The revised Annex includes re-
classification of pellution categories for
noxious liquid substances. The pollution
category will be changed from five (5)
category system (A, B, C. D and III) to

four (4) category system (X, Y, Z and OS).

In addition to the new categorization
systemn, the revised Annex has a number

of significant changes.

The maximum allowable stripping
residue for ships constructed on or after
1" danuary 2007 will be 75 letres for
category XY, £ and no requirement of
category OS instead of the existing limits
of 100, 300 or 900 litres depending on
the pollution category and age of ship.

* High-viscosity substances”  will
be redefined as a noxious liquid
substance in category X or Y with a
viscosity equal to or greater than

H0mpa.sec at the unloading temperature,

{the existing definition is 25mpa.sec for
category B and 60mpa.sec for category
C)

“Special area” will be revised to
the Antarctic area only and not
including Baltic Sea area, and the Black
sea as under the existing Marpol 73/78

Annex 11

The oil-like substance which
designated “bb" in the existing IBC
Code will be abolished and can only be
carried by a chemical tanker complying
with revised [BC Codes with a Chemical
Code Certificate of Fitness.

The application of IBC Code can be
partly exempted for the NLS tanker
under the revised Annex Il provided the
NL5S tanker satisfy all the requirement of
type 3 ship of the IBC code and the
location of cargo tanks comply with ship
type 2 and the approval of the

Administration.
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A Visit to Hong Kong Seafarers' Hope School
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Exccutive council members of the Guild,
together with delegates of Hong Kong Seamen's
Union, paid a visit to Hong Kong Seafarers' Hope
school mn Yun Fu City, Guangdong Provinee from
31 Angust to 1 September 2006,

The school was first built in 1969 and
renamed as Tlong Kong Seafarers' Tope School in
1999, With the support of llong Kong Seafarers'
Co-ordination  Conumittes, its academic building
and playground were extended in 2004, The school
now occapies 11,3538 sguare  meters  with 40
teachers and staff in tofal,

The delegates first wisited the government
office building in Yun Fu City and attended a
seminar. At the seminar, the government ofTicials
gave the delegates o briel description of the recent
development of Yun Fu City while the principal of
Hong Kong Scafarers’ Hope School reported the
school's recent achievement, After the seminar, the
delegates watched the show by llong Kong
Seafarers’ Hope School, meluding a performance of
dance and martial art.

At the next morning, the delegates attended
the school
Oopening
ceremony for
2006 - 2007 and
towred the school
lacilities, such as
the computer
room, the dance
room, the
electronic  organ
room, e, After
the tour, the
delegates met
with some of the
students in need.
giving them a
grant a5 well as a
great deal of
encouragement.
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Exccutive council members of the Guild attended
the schoal opening cercmony of Hong Kong Scafarers' Hope School
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