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Hong Kong Seafarers
Hope School

With the support of the local authorities
and the donations of the Hong Kong
Seafarers Co-ordination Committee (Hong
| Kong Seamen’'s Union, Amalgamated Union
of Seafarers - Hong Kong & Merchant MNavy
Officers’ Guild - H.K.) and many other people
from different backgrounds in the community,
the expansion of the new teaching building
and the athletic field of the Hong Kong
Seafarers Hope School at the junction of the
magnificent viewed Yun Long Reservoir and the national highway "324 " has completed.

RN R T T L

| Haong Kong Seafares Hope School with a new teaching building,

The inauguration of the new teaching building and the Plagque Ceremony to celebrate the
school being upgraded to 1st class school in Yun Fu City was held on 7th January 2005
| {Friday). On that day at 9 a.m., the school’ s honor guards gave a musical performance at the
school entrance to welcome guests to the event.

The ceremony commenced with the flag-rising ceremony and the playing of the national
anthem, all representatives - the school principal, district representatives and representatives
from Hong Kong praised the architecture of the new building, the excellent facilities, teachers’
efforts and students'achievements in the greeting speech. The Hong Kong Seafarers Co-
ordination Committee had more than 30 representatives participated in the event.

The campus occupies a total area of 11,358 sq. metres with the school buildings taking up
5,682 sqg. metres of this area. The environment is excellent and the facilities are modern and
advanced with over twenty supplementary teaching rooms. These include a computer-aided
teaching room, computer room, phonetics room, electronic organ room, dancing room,
assembly hall and physical education playground. The school has a total of 944 students and
37 teachers and staff.

We are sure that this first class education facility under the supervision of the organizations
concerned, the leadership of the principal and the hard work and effort of the teachers, will
continue to produce many outstanding and talented graduates in the future.
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| Ciroup photos of representatives from HSCC and teachers, HSCC representalives laking pholos in the assembly hall

lof Hong Kong Seafarers Hope School.
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A Visit from Secretary of ITF Special Seafarers Department

The Secretary of ITF Special Seafarers’ Department, Mr. Stephen Cotton, paid a visit to
Hong Kong and Shenzhen from 15th to 18th October 2004. A welcome dinner was hosted
by HSCC on 15th October 2004. On 16th October 2004, Mr. Cotton together with General
Secretary of Merchant Navy Officers’ Guild - H.K., representatives of Hong Kong
Seamen s Union and Marine
Department, the Government of the
HKSAR visited Shenzhen Port and
had a meeting with the major
shipowners in Mainland China and
the officials of Shenzhen Maritime
Safety Administration of Crew
Department P.R.C. The day after,
Mr. Cotton joined the harbour tour
arranged by Marine Department, the
Government of the HKSAR on 18th
October 2004. During his stay,

representatives of HSCC had discussed matter about the Hong Kong ship register with Mr.
Cotton. He left Hong Kong on 18th October 2004 night.
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Fatal Accident on Board

On 7th Qctober 2004, a fatal lifeboat incident occurred on a HKSAR registered vessel. It took place in a
good weather condition during a routine lifeboat drill. The vessel was at anchor off Port Hedland, Australia,
at the time. Regrettably this was a serious accident, resulting in two deaths and injuries to three members

of the crew. |

At about 3:25 p.m., as the drill was being carried out, five crew mambers stayed in the liteboat. After the I
Third Officer lowered the lifeboat with about two metres, the hook near the stern of the boat for some
unknown reasons became loose. This caused the lifeboat to swing forward and the hook near the bow of
the boat also became loose. Finally the lifeboat dropped into the water. After this happened, four crew
members escaped from the lifeboat with help from other mambers of the ship crew. However, one man

remained irapped inside the lifeboatl.

The Master reported the accident to the Port Control Centre of Port Hedland and requested for
assistance. A halicopter arrived at the scene first and the situation was assessed and then first aid

rencderad. A rescue boal also arrived some time later,

At about 4:40pm, the crew members trapped inside the lifeboat was rescued. He and the other injured

men wera taken ashore to hospital,

At about 8:20pm, the Third Engineer and the Ordinary Seaman were certified dead. The other injured

crew members, the Mechanic, Third Officer and Able Seaman needad to stay in hosoital,

This 159,518 M/T ceadweight vessel was manned mainly by Filipino crew with two Chinese trainees on
board.

After the accident, ITF Hong Kong Seafarers Co-ordination Committee (HSCC) immediately contacted
the ship owners, requesting them to provide assistance and compensation to the victims™ families and to
the injured crew members. At the same time, HSCC also asked Marine Department, the Government of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, to pravide related information and accident report as soon as
possible. In the meantime, HSCC will continue to offer their support and sympathy to the injured and

families of the deceased, keep in contact with the solicitors involved and assist in claiming compensation.







