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Amendment of Guild Rules
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The motion of the amendment of the Guild Rule 12{c¢) was adopted in the Special General
Meeting held on 20 December 2005, The amended Guild Rule was submitted to the Registry of
Trade Unions and registered on 09 January 2006, The following change shall come into effect
from 09 January 2006:
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The Amended Guild Rule
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‘Rule No.
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The Original Guild Rule
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The Entrance Fee for both Ordinary The Entrance Fee for both Ordinary

Members and Associate Members shall
be HKR2300 and the Subscriptions for
both Ordinaty and Asseciate Members
shall be HKS300 per annum.
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Members and Associate Members shall
be HK$450 and the Subscriptions for
both Ordinary and Associate Members
shall be HKES500 per annum.
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The Election of the Guild Executive Council

Have vou ever thought of standing for election to the Guild Executive Council or

nominating someone to represent you and your fellow Officers?

Guild 15 your union. Its governing body, the Executive Council, shall consist of 9
Mavigating officers, 9 Engineering officers and 3 Radio or Electronics officers, each elected
to serve a two-year term. Paid Up Ordinary Members who are over the age of 21 are eligible
for election. The election will be held at the Annual General Meeting at the end of June
2006.

If you would like to stand for or nominate one of your colleagues for the Executive
Coungil election, please do not hesitate to contact Mg Serina Lee, Assistant Administrator of
Guild, for further information in March or April 2006 (Tel: (852) 2545 8269).
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The “Permit to Operate” for High Speed Craft

Chronology of Events on the “Permit to Operate” for High Speed Craft

At the 6" meeting of the High Speed Craft Consultative Committee (HS5CCC) held on 1*
November 2001, New World First Ferry Services (Macau) Ltd. (NWFF) suddenly raised an issue
that there was room for increasing the working hours of night service of the high speed craft
according to the Annex of the Permit to Operate (PTO). He, therefore, proposed to amend the
waorking hours restrictions stipulated in the PTO.

The chairman, Mr. K.M. Varghese,
Assiztant Director of Marine (AD) at the time,
emphasized that the PTO was an agreement
reached among all the concerned parties
alter consideration of the HKU fatigue
report 1982. The wview of the concerned
unions had to be consulted before any
changes were made,

We expressed that changes could only be
done based on a new fatigue study as the
existing one was made 20 vears ago and the
present situation, such as navigable water in
the harbour, the wvolume of the traffic
especially that of the high speed crafts etc., was completely different from that of 20 years ago.

When NWFF claimed that they got the majority support from their officers in the internal
survey on the proposed change of duty periods for night service, we wrote to Marine
Department HKSAR, NWFF and Hon Miriam Lau Kin Yee, the Legislative Councillor of Transport
Constituency to express the Guild's discontent with the proposal.

Three officers of Marine Department, HKSAR were invited to hold a seminar on “High Speed
Craft Seafarers' Certification and Permit to Operate” to introduce the contents of the Annex of
the PTO.

However, Marine Department, HKSAR subseguently granted NWFF permission to change
duty periods for night service of high-speed crafts for three months as an interim measure in
September 2002 despite the Guild’s opposition. Being greatly disappointed, the Guild made a
complaint to Fermanent Secretary of Economic Development and Labour Bureau, HKSAR about
the injudicious decision of Marine Department, HKSAR en World Maritime Day 2002, The Guild
also applied for judicial review to react against the decision of Marine Department, HKSAR. The
leave for judicial review was granted by the High Court on 18" December 2002 and the hearing
was conducted on 14" and 17" February 2003. Unfortunately, the case was dismissed on 6"
March 2003.
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During the process of judicial review Marine
Department, HKSAR appointed Hong Kong Polytechnic
University to conduct a fatigue study and formed a
working group for the PTO. Seven meetings were held
rergarding the amendment of the working hour
restrictions under the PTO after the completion of the
fatigue study. However, no consensus was reached.

Before the 9" HSCCC meeting, Marine Department
HESAR sent us a draft of Proposed FTO in which the
clause 4.5.6 “the maximum number of vovages per
crew is restricted o four each night” was changed to

“If a vovage would last for one hour or above, the maximum number of vovages per crew is

restricted to four each night” . We insisted that this clause should not be changed at the
unofficial meeting with the Marine Department, HKSAR in Merchant Service Club on 24"
November 2005,

To our surprise, a completely different draft of proposed PTO was sent (o us three days
before the 9" meeting of HSCCC. New clauses were added for the voyvage of less than 45 minutes
and the clause of the restriction of four trips per night was omitted without prier discussion of
it. At the 9" meeting of HSCCC held on 26™ January 2006, we expressed strongly our objection to
the changes. But the chairman insisted that the new PTO had to be adopted as they had
considered all views including that of the Guild. The representatives of the Guild and Hong
Kong Seamen's Union left the meeting at once to show their discontents.

Briefing and Discussion on the “Permit te Operate” for High Speed Craft

“Briefing and Discussion on the PTO for High Speed Craft” was held on 11" February 2006
at Merchant Service Club to report the Guild's continuous efforts on negotiating with high-speed
craft operators and Marine Department, HEKSAR in respect of the amendment of the working
hours restrictions stipulated in the PTO.

Al the meeting, there was also a brief report on the fatigne study conducted by the Hong
Kong Polytechnic University in 2003, in which the causes and influences of fatigue were
explained. It was repeatedly stressed that fatigue, one of the significant contributing factors to
marine disasters, would accumulate and intensify with voyages and the relaxation on the
working hours restrictions might result in dreadful disasters.

Following the fatigue report, there was a time for discussion. Active participations were
received and several questions were put on the table. The case, in which Marine Department,
HESAR granted a special permission to a high-speed craft operator to relax the working hours
restrictions of night service crew on 3" February 2006, was one of the questions being
discussed. During the discussion, sealarers were reminded that they had to give thorough
considerations to their physical conditions, the intensity of fatigue and etc. before taking up
one more trip in excess of the four trips per night as stipulated in the working hours restrictions
under the PTO. They were also reminded that the additional trip had to be performed on a
voluntary basis and they would have to bear the legal liability if an accident happened during
the trip.
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The First LNG Carrier Built in China
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The construction of the basic structure of the first
liguefied natural gas (LNG) carrier in China was
complete at the end of December 2005. The LNG
carrier has a length of 292 metres, a depth of 26.25
metres and a width of 43. 35 metres and can sail at a
speed of 19.5 knots.

The first LNG carrier built in China, like the rest
of its kind, has double hulls as well as an insulation
space between the heat-insulated tank and the hull to
prevent leakage and rupture in an aceident. The tank
of the carrier is of membrane type, which conforms to
the shape of the hull. The carrier is said to be the
largest LNG carrier of membrane type in the world at
present because of its cargo capacity of 147,000 m’, It
is also the first LNG carrier equipped with electrically
driven deck machinery. The electrically driven

winches on board the carrier have 14 shackles of

anchor chain with a maximum chain pull of 1,600kN.

The carrier is scheduled for delivery by October
2007 and will be used to transport liquefied natural
gas from Australia to Guangdong Province, where a
LUSE540 million LNG terminal is under construction.
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A Deep Sorrow

We regret to announce the paasmg away of one of our dearest memhers Gaptam Ng}f ;
Chor Kuen, on 26 November 2005, Captain Ng had been the Guild member for more than
{en yaars, He was not only a kind person but also a respectable master Sureh_.r, he w|H ba-'

remermbered by allwho knew him.
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A Visit to the Seafarers’ Unions in Singapore
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12 representatives of the Gulld paid a fraternal visit to Singapore Maritime Officers' Union [ShACILY)
and Singapore COrganization of Seamen (S05) from 12 to 14 December 2005,

During the 3-day visit, the representatives visited the two unions' office tulldings where meeatings
were held 1o exchange views on unions' management and future prospects. It was found that fhe
orgdanization and operation of Singapore unions were greatly ditferent from that ot Hong Kong unions
due fo their different polifical, historical as well as cultural backgrounds. SMOU and 505 set up
cocperatives to do business and profits gained were ploughed back into the unions, enabling them fo
Increase their budgets to provide beter HSenefits and more employment cpportunities fo their
mempers. Such an opearation has bean successful,

The visit was inspirational and meaningful. It fostered the working relationship between unions of
Hong Kong and that of Singapore. Alsc, the representatives learnt the rmanagement and operation of
singapore unions, which they could draw on to make progress and improvement in unions affairs in the
future,

Singapore Organization of Seamen (508) Singapore Maritime Officers' Union (SMOL)
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Christmas Party 2005

The Executive Council Members
of the Guild had nice chats with
Euests.
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Members gathered and drank joviully
& in the party.
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Lunar New.ﬁear Party 2006
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The Executive Council Membears
of the Guild hosted the Roast
Pig Cutting Ceremony.
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Members enjoved the party The Executive Council Members of the

very much. Guild showed hospitality to guests.
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