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Our Lunar New Year Party will be held on 9th March 2007 (Friday) at 1730

hours in the Merchant Service Club. All members are welcome to join us.

BE ::Z2ECF=RNB (EHAhL)
Date : 9th March 2007 (Friday)

e F FAR=ToZERET—KIE
Time : 1730~2300 hours

e - SEBMESRMEEM( LIBTHEEBPI130RMERNE11FIE1101~3%)
Venue : The Merchant Service Club (Rm. 1101~03, Alliance Building,
130 Connaught Rd. C., Sheung Wan)

EHFREREEFE  BWEBFE T /B TALEE )

(Smoking will be strictly prohibited at the party. People under the age of 18 are also welcome to join us.)
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A Visit to Guangzhou Federation of Trade Unions

13 representatives of the Guild paid a fraternal
visit to Guangzhou Federation of Trade Unions
(GFTU) and Huangpu International Seamen's Club
(GISC) from 18 to 20 December 2006.

The representatives of the Guild visited the
GFTU on the first day. They had a meeting with the
director of International Liaison Department of the
GFTU as well as the chairman of the GFTU,
exchanging their views on unions' management. The
GFTU explained its objectives, organisational
structure, operation and source of funds while the
Guild, in addition to its history and management,
gave a brief introduction to the role played by Hong
Kong Seafarers' Coordination Committee in terms of
signing Collective Bargaining Agreements with
shipping companies. The understanding between the

two unions was greatly improved.

On the following morning, the representatives
toured the port facilities in Xingang, onc of the
important ports in Guangzhou, and had a meeting
with the management of Guangzhou Port Group
(GPG) and its union. It was found that the union of
the GPG, which aimed at protecting the legitimate

rights and interests of employees, enjoyed

considerable autonomy in the running of its own area.

In addition to leeal protection and assistance, it
gal p

provided all workers, including workers of contractors,

with trainings and insurance.

The representatives headed for the GISC after
visiting Xingang, The GISC served only scafarers and
was subsidised by the government in the old days.
However, after China's wansitdon from a planned
economy to a market econotmy, the GISC bcgan to
raise funds on its own and to make use of its own
resources and advantages. Its scrvice target was no
Staff of the GISC

COIltiIlLlﬁ‘d to WOl'k hard ’cllld th(‘.‘ management

lOIlgCl' I'E'Stl'iCth o seafarers.

persisted in improving the business in times of
hardship. After years of endeavours, the GISC finally
managed to make a profit. The team spirit and the
perseverance of its staff and management were

incredible.

The visit was fruitful and meaningful. It fostered
the working relationship between unions of Hong
Kong and that of China. Besides, the representatives
of the Guild learnt the management of unions in
China, which they could draw on to make progress

and improvement in unions’ affairs in the future.
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A Forum in Chongqing

A forum was held for seafarers' unions of HKSAR and mainland China in Chongqing by

Chinese Seamen and Construction Workers' Union on 6th January 2007. The second vice president
and three of the Executive Council members of the Guild attended the forum together with the
representatives of Hong Kong Seamen's Union. In addition to exchanging views on and
experiences of unions' management, the attendees discussed the matters related to "Consolidated
Maritime Labour Convention" and the international policies concerning seafarers. There was active
participation in the forum. The forum fostered the communication as well as the friendship between

unions of HKSAR and that of mainland China.
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Reaching Out For Brighter Prospects

Education and Careers Expo was jointly organised by the Hong Kong Trade Development Council and

the Labour Department from 1 to 4 February 2007, providing the public with information on education,
training and career advancement. This year’'s theme was "Reaching Out for Brighter Prospects".

The expo was divided into education and careers sections. The education section focused on courses
offered by both local and overseas educational institutions. In the careers section, professionals shared
their experiences and discussed career prospects in their respective industries.

In order to promote Hong Kong's maritime industry, Hong Kong Maritime Industry Council and Maritime
Department hosted two booths jointly in the careers section. One of the booths, in addition to the
information on maritime services and port services, provided details of job

requirements, training and career prospects for seafarers in order to

encourage youngsters to join the industry. The Guild, which has always been

eager to promote the seafaring industry, played an active part during the

expo. The young members of the Guild helped in the expo as volunteers to

== introduce the public to the industry and share their experiences as seafarers.

Another booth introduced the Sea-going Training Incentive Scheme, the
career opportunities in the Marine Department and the entry requirements for
the positions. In addition, the Department's computer based simulators were
moved to the expo to display various maritime simulation exercises, such as
navigation and emergency responses at sea. The public had great
opportunities to experience seafaring trainings in the expo.
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24 Hours
Charity Dinghy Race 20006

By Sea Walker

A team of enthusiastic Turbojet officers once again entered the 24 Hour Charity Dinghy Race
which was held by Hebe Haven Yacht Club on 14th and 15th November. We got our initial
sponsorship from the Merchant Navy Officers’ Guild - Hong Kong and the Shun Tak - China Travel
Ship Management Ltd. Further supports were drawn from Turbojet management staff and our
fellow officers. Our team raised over HK$30,000 for the Children’s Cancer Fund and Sai Kung's
Senior Citizen Home Safety Association. Over 400 competitors manned 27 boats in shifts for 24
hours. Our team finished 66 laps and took the 6th position out of 16 boats in Laser Stratos Class
and overall the 7th out of 27 competitor teams this

year under an unexpected light wind condition. We

were proud that we made a breakthrough in both the 8 2

fund raising and the race this year.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank
all the sponsors and those who gave us on-site
encouragement during the race. We hope we can
get greater support and achieve a better result next § .

year.







