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Merry Christmas & I-jgppy New Year
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Executive Council of Merchant Navy Officers' Guild - Hong Koag

Christmas Party PHREBS

Our Christmas Party will be held on 14 December 2011. All members are welcome to join us. Details
are as follows :
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Date : 14 December 2011 (Wednesday)

1900 - 2200 hours
erchant Service Club (Rm. 1101-03, Alliance Bldg., 130-136 Connaught Rd. C., Sheung Wan, HK.)
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+ People under the age of 1% would not be permitted to enter the Club.
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Guild Aiding 62 Crew Members of Macao Dragon
to Get Back Unpaid Wages

Macao Dragon Company Limited, which operated high-speed ferry services between Hong Kong
and Taipa in Macau, ceased operations and went into liguidation in mid September. The issue had drew
public attention. The two involved vessels Shen Long and Tian Long, after the collapse of Macao Dragon,
had been mooring in the waters near Sai Wan. The former crew members of Macao Dragon, after
consulted the Guild's advice, maintained a minimum safe manning on board to safeguard the vessels on
shift duty until the court took over the vessels.

On September 22, representatives of the Guild, together with Hon. Ip Wai Ming, Legislative
Councilor, and several unions affiliated to the Hong Kong Federation of Trade Unions (FTU), accompanied
the crew members to meet with representatives of the Marine Department. The crew members
requested the Department to intervene in the case and assist crew members to get through difficult
times. In the meanwhile, on October 3 and 4, representatives of the Guild, together with several
maritime unions, accompanied the crew members to have meetings with representatives of shipowners,
the Labour Department and Marine Department respectively.

In order to aid 62 crew members of different ranks, after thoroughly understanding their desire,
the Guild advised them to initiate legal proceedings for payment accrued. Then the Guild appointed a
law firm to deal with the claims of crew members "in rem" against the two vessels in early October. The
total crew claims were equivalent to more than HKS8 million, including the wages for the period from
September 1 to October 7, payment in lieu of notice, unemployment indemnity, annual leave payment,
overtime payment and etc. For the whole case, the Guild had been assisting and supporting by the Hong
Kong ITF (FOC) Campaign Office. According to the Guild Rule 24, the Guild decided to grant financial
assistance to crew members by providing payment for the lawyer fees involved, so as to protect the
rights of our members and crew members,

The liquidators from Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu had already paid the wages through the Guild for
the period from September 16 to 30 to the crew members at the moment and the legal proceedings of
case had also been commenced. The Court had detained the two vessels and might sell them in later
stage. The crew members, who had first priority in being paid according to the Admiralty Law, could get
back their wages and related claims from the money abtaining from the sale of the vessels.

The Guild played a significant role in effectively assisting, organizing and leading the crew members
to deal with related parties and fight for their own rights. It would follow the case closely and continue
to provide any necessary assistance and advices.

Background Information of Macao Dragon

Macao Dragon applied for kcence from Macau government in
2006 and hiced teams to carry out shore and navigating works,
The licence entitling to carry 1,152 e vessel was
issued 10 Macao Dragon in January 20

Macao Maritime Administration lmpuscﬂ an immediate cap of
600 or 750 passengers per vessel once Macao Dragon officially.
launched its services in July 2010,

Macao Dragon was pursued by the Hong Kong Marine
Department for HKS1.88 million in unpaid berthing feesand
passenger embarking feesin August 2011

@ On 13 Seplember 2011, Macao Dragon ceased its operations,
effective immediately.

On 15 September 2011, Macao Dragon went into liquidation
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A Guild member Captain Zhu Qianchun, who is a bulker captain of Pacific Basin Shipping Ltd., was named
"Seafarer of the Year” at the Lloyd's List Awards - Global 2011 in September. The award recognized Captain Zhu's
achievement in saving his bulk carrier Port Pegasus which was embroiled in the 9.0 magnitude earthquake and
tsunami in Japan on March 11.

The ship was berthed in Onahama at that time. Without support of tugs, pilots and port control, Captain Zhu
and his crew had to battle the tsunami and extraordinary currents by working the ship's propulsion and steering ta
manoeuvre the ship and keep it at berth. Captain Zhu focused on keeping his crew safe, calm and organized to best
cope with the continually changing situation throughout. The most praiseworthy thing was that they could save the
ship without any injury, pollution and damage affecting the ship's seaworthiness.

Captain Zhu started his career with Pacific Basin 10 years ago. The company is proud of Him and thanks him
for finishing this task under pressure.
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Co-organized Maritime Piracy Workshop

‘Warkshop "Maritime Piracy—Prevention is Better than Cure" was held in Hong Kong on November 4. The ITF
organized this workshop together with other international organizations including the NATO Shipping Centre,
OCIMF, MSCHOA and etc. It was locally supported by the Guild and Hong Kong Shipowners Association. Some
Executive Council members of the Guild participated in the workshap.

Speakers of the workshop started with a piracy update and overview on coalition forces against piracy. Then
it simulated the situation to join a vessel sailing through the high risk area and guided participants to discuss the
options for preventing or surviving 2 pirate attack in different stages, including preparations for transit and during
voyage, piracy attacks on board, capture and post-release situation.

The workshop was informative, interactive and dynamic and could provide valuable and useful experience to
crew members, ships' security officers, shipowners, shipping companies and seafarers’ unions.
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Visited Shekou Container Terminals

Young Guild members, who were led by Capt. Ho Kai Hung, President, Capt. Yu Chi Ming, 2* Vice President,
Mr. Lam Hoo Chiu, Treasurer, Mr. Lai Kwai Yau, an Executive Council Member, and Ms. Serina Lee, Deputy
Administrator, visited Shekou Container Terminals (SCT) in Shekou on October 31. Under the lead and introduction
of staff, the tour members could study the loading and unloading of containers on site and know mare about the
supporting equipment, 5o as to have a clearer idea of the operation of logistic system.

This SCT, which has been operating since 1991, is located at the east coast of the Pearl River estuary and
Western Shenzhen Port. It is the earliest professional container terminal in Shenzhen, as well as a key international
container terminal for logistics in the Pearl River Delta and South China area.
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Participated in Singapore (Nantong) International Maritime Institute
Opening Ceremony

Being invited by the Singapore (Nantong) International Maritime Institute (SNIMI) in Nanteng, 15 Executive
Council members of the Guild participated in its opening ceremony on November 11. They also visited the facilities
within the Institute, such as ship handling simulator, ECDIS simulator, steering simulator, engine room simulator,
welding centre and student hostel.

This Institute has just been upgraded as an international institute with comprehensive facilities and
equipment, and its courses aim at training high caliber seafarers according to the STCW requirements.
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-Day Tours to Zhaoging

The Guild organized 2-day tours to Zhaoqing and the 2 tours set off on September 24 and 25
respectively. More than 200 members and their relatives and friends joined the tours.

The journey started by a theme lunch featured with ganoderma lucidum and chicken in
Sanshui and then headed for the Seven-star Crags Scenic Area in Zhaoqing. which had a
reputation of "fairyland on carth”. It was located in the north of Zhaoqing city and was composcd
of 5 lakes, 6 mountains. 7 rocks and 8 caves. Actually, it was one of the most famous scenic areas
in Guangzhou Province. All participants felt relaxed and refreshed as the entire area offered
graceful scenic views with mountains and waters. Later on, the tours arrived at the 3-star hotel
and went to the revolving restaurant on 29" floor to have luxurious buffet dinner. The participants
enjoyed 360" panoramic night view of Zhaoqing city when they enjoyed delicious food

The tours visited an ancient ity wall built in Song Dynasty on the following day. The
ancient city wall. which stood in the city centre surrounded by modern buildings, was the
landmark in Zhaoging and one of the key national heritage conservation units. The participants
were deeply impressed by the magnificent heritage. After enjoying the delicious theme lunch
featured with chicken cooked by tea oil, the participants returned to Hong Kong.

The arrangement of the tours was excellent for leisure. All participants fully enjoyed
themselves in their vacation.

ants of First luur 1001. group pholn at the Seven-star Crags Scenic Area
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Participants of Second Tour took group tho atthe ancient city wall built in Song Dynasty
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This year the Guild sponsocred
HK5$13,000 to our members' team Sea
Walker to participate in the International 24-
hour Charity Dinghy Race organized by the
Hebe Haven Yacht Club in Sai Kung.

The race, which was held from October
1 to 2, took place at the waters in front of
the Hebe Yacht Club. The racers were
required to man their boats in shifts during
the 24-hour race. Finally, Sea Walker won
the second runner-up of the Laser 2000 with
78 laps sailed.

Sea Walker was sponsored by the Guild
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Capt. T. T. Chung, Genera Secretary of the Guild,
congralualed Sea Walker on its biumph
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%ﬁa Walker members celebrated after winning the second runner-up
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